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century: they treated all questions of legality as.
subsidiary to morality ; and, while admitting the history
of social institutions to be interesting and instructive,
the}' never allowed history to dominate them and to
bind man for ever in the chains of his past weakness.
In a word, they were both good servants of humanity,
and in their various ways translated for an England,
sunk in a corrupt conservatism and debauched by the
most brutal materialism, the ideals that lay behind the
French Revolution. Against the ponderous tributes
to positive law that load the works of Burke and of
Eldon* Paine and Godwin proclaimed the Law of Nature,
and called men to a passionate faith in themselves.
If the faith was vain, if men did not answer the challenge,
it was to their very bitter cost.